
Think you’re being smart by 
buying a child restraint with no 
expiration date?

Think again.

There is a reason why child car seats and restraints have a service life. 
Actually, there are many, and we list them on the back of this sheet. When 
buying portable child restraints for your school bus, your question shouldn’t 
be, “Why do some of these products have a service life?” It should be, 
“Why do some of them not have a service life?”

The child passenger safety industry has adopted service lives as a best 
practice to ensure that a child will be properly secured in a seat that will 
function as designed in the event of a crash. A service life improves the 
odds that will happen.
 
Yes, you might save a few dollars now by opting for a child safety restraint 
with no expiration date, but you or a child in your care could pay later. 
MACPS (the Manufacturers Alliance for Child Passenger Safety) consists of 
all the leading, credible makers of quality child seats and child restraints, 
and you won’t find any of them offering a child restraint without a service 
life. If you ever have to defend your choices, will you want to admit you 
chose the restraint without an expiration date against the advice of every 
major child safety restraint manufacturer? Or think of it this way. Which 
seat would you put your child in? 

If school transportation is all about safety, then don’t take risks on an 
add-on child restraint that claims it has no expiration date. Every credible 
child seat manufacturer insists that a seat should have a service life, and 
parents and transportation providers need to do the right thing for kids and 
follow it. Service lives protect the child AND the district.



Manufacturers Alliance for Child Passenger Safety (MACPS)
Statements on Expiration Dates 
for CPS Technicians/Instructors

MACPS encourages adherence to expiration dates as stated by each car 
seat manufacturer for its car seats. Expirations dates are provided for 
some or all of the following reasons:

• Because the plastic shell and other components may degrade over 
time if the car seat has been improperly used or stored in an 
adverse environment for a long period of time.

• Because exposure of components to many environmental factors 
including food, drinks, dirt and debris, cleaners and other 
contaminants may cause degradation of the seat’s effectiveness.

• Because parts of the seat may be lost, installed incorrectly, or 
damaged from wear and tear.

• Because instructions or labels may not be available or no longer 
legible.

• Because instructions for use may have been updated or enhanced, 
but may not be relevant for older models of the product.

The benefits of expiration dates include:
• Phasing out older seats to ensure that as many of the car seats in 

circulation as possible benefit from new advancements in safety 
and technology and incorporate the latest regulatory 
requirements.

• Discouraging second hand car seat use and helping to move 
recalled products out of circulation.
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Britax 
BubbleBum 
Chicco 
Chrysler 
Clek 
Cybex 

Diono
Dorel Juvenile Group 
Evenflo
Graco 
Honda 
IMMI 

Orbit Baby
Safe Traffic System 
Toyota 
UPPAbaby 
Volkswagen 


